RSE- a story based approach by Nancy Walbank



RSE
Focus on Relationships
Problem is the focus on




Virtue education




Stories about character education -
teaching about virtue

Virtue requires conceptual understanding.
Respect Appreciate Gratitude Courage

Stories help children explore why people act in a certain way in may areas that are
beyond their day to day experience. It enables conversations about making the right
choices for the right reasons. This is particularly pertinent regarding friendship. They can
begin to name and recognise virtues in characters before they can express this in their
own behaviour.



“Stories you read when
you're the right age never
quite leave you.” Neil
Gaiman

What stories have stayed with you?

Why?




Personal
identity:

we see ourselves
In stories

Stories provide an interpretative lens of
cultural or religious narrative that suggests
a different perspective on life, for example,
the parables of mercy in St. Luke’s Gospel.

They also enable readers to identify with
characters with stories and use them as a
means to express fears, vulnerabilities,
hopes and dreams. Stories allow us to ask
‘what if’ questions

Foup feet:,

I Two Sandals

Wemen by Karen Lynn Williams & Khadea Mohamme od
Hhstrated by Doug Chaylha




Contemplative encounter:

In stories we encounter big questions
and new ideas, revelation.

The revelation of God forms part of the
context of a story, such as ‘You are
special’ or’ The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe’.

We are made by God and are special
We are all God's children

Ways of expressing gratitude to God



Critical reflection skills

Stories that enable the reader to understand the choices made by a protagonist and the
constructive or destructive effects of such decisions.

Respectful of others, their uniqueness, their wants and their needs CT2

1. 'The Lorax’ by Dr Seuss - The Lorax is the original eco warrior as he tries to save the
Truffula trees from the greedy once-ler’s axe.

2. 'The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister -The rainbow fish boasts about his shiny scales.
He ignores the blue fish, who is desperate for a tiny scale. Despite his shiny scales,
rainbow fish is not happy and he searches for happiness.

3. ’Danny, the Champion of the World’ by Roald Dahl Danny observes how the adults in
his life choose to behave with kindness or unkindness with very different outcomes.



Creative assessment

Telling and writing stories can be one
of the most creative ways in which
children can engage with the values
expressed in a narrative. It can
demonstrate clearly whether they are
able to express an understanding
either through an imaginative story
about virtues, such as justice, charity
or self control, or an autobiographical
narrative of how in their own lives they
have demonstrated choices that take
them towards God.




Cultural and religious literacy

Stories tell the history of a
given faith community, which
may include creation stories,
stories of the founder(s),
biographical stories of
inspirational members of the
religious group and narratives
that offer members guidance
on how to lead faithful lives.




A few thoughts on

equalities




The problem with words...
Legislation uses terms like ‘race’, ‘religion’
and ‘gender’ without defining what these
words mean in a private and public sphere.

Has there ever been a shared consensus
about these terms?

Many of them are loaded with historical
and cultural significance that resonate
differently dependent on experiences.

Did you know the word religion comes
from the French (Latin) for priest or
religious?



Mediating between OfSTED ‘speak’ and the truth beauty and goodness
taught in the Catholic faith is central to our challenge.

Stories are a way to talk about the protected characteristics and think
about why the characters acted in the way they did without endorsing
points of view.

As children grow older, they can explore the ‘hermeneutics’ of texts and
authorial intent.



The Roles and Responsibilities of Governors
1. “Keepers of the vision” RSE governor

2. Ensure school is following the requirements of the Equalities Act 2010 - protected
characteristics

3. How?

i) HT report on incidents of bullying that infringe protected characteristics - may require a
policy review

ii) HT permission around residential visits: ensure risk assessment is carried out -
safeguarding

iii) Buildings work should take account of equalities provision but based first on virtue of
modesty

iv) SIMS gender and name must remain as they are legally on SIMS but child can be known
by chosen name

v) Uniform options are open to all not defined as ‘boys and girls’ based on practicality and
purpose

vi) Curriculum work with the Education Service as primary partner, seek advice about visitors/
other agencies, legal support



